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road, shows that,the retiring Aldermen 
likely to have further: chances ‘to re 
most of the few weeks of official 

left them. The Committee on { st 
reported in favor of, giving’ to a new at 
i vec aapamcuaicaee 
the streets of the bee ahe rh 

ing to secure a valua’ blie franchise 
pps raga va 


ae co 


men retires from business. | 


_—_ 

It may be remembered that‘one: of: the 
most notorious jobbers: of former «Boards 
of Aldermen was Gen. Joszrx 0. Pinckney: 
This indefatigable office-holder guecesded 
in making for himself'go disreputable a 
record, that he was. dropped. from ” the Re- 
publican list of Aldermanic candidates iast 
year. He reappears, however, as ‘the can- 
didate of, Messrs. O’Brien, BieLnr and 
Crecan, for Police Commissioner, and has 
been strongly urged on the favorable’ ¢on- 
‘sideration of the Mayor, by, these and other 
“leaders” of the local Republican organiza- 
tion. Ifthis isthe best selection that the 
managers of the party machine can,make 
for Mr. WHEELER’s place, the Mayor can 
very well afford to leave the existing déad- 
lock unbroken. He’ certainly cannot afford 
to make a nomination which the respectable 
portion of the public would. regard as dis- 
graceful, and which every decent Republi- 
ean would. repudiate, As, it. is toler- 
ably well understood . that the - “oe 
of the Governor-elect would be respected in 
filling the vacancy in the Police Board, it 
might be well for him to intimate to the 
O’Briens, Cregans, and. Biglins® that the 
welfare of the party will not be subserved 
by their undue prominence either in the 
affairs of the party or the public. The Re- 
publican Party of: this’ City oan sorely fur- 
nish some nominee for Police Commissioner 
whose ability and probity would be eaceny 
beyond question.  §§ = 

—_—_—_—— 
THE FINANCIAL QUESTION IN CON; 
GRESS, _ 

The sound financial argument of the Prés- 
ident ‘will be unheeded by -Congress be- 
cause both parties shrink from ‘‘ making a 
record upon the question”. that might, per- : 
chance embarrass them ig the,Natlonal 
campaign! Such is the stat of fact 
that comes “from Washjngton, and ‘h its 
explanation. It is’ no}, Det. shat the. 
declaration of opinion ‘Against the cohsti- 
tutionality of ey er tesued in. existing 
ciroumstances, is fagned se Sele coe 
its by “ts ER 
or by any consideréble Battie 8 ‘ae 
the rank and file: On the  cofitrary, 
the theoretical of. the “dee- 
laration is conceded ? * the» sobjection to 
it arises when a propo@al is. made ‘te give 
practical effect to the principle, confessed- 
ly correct, My depriying the greenbick of 
its legal-tender quality Nor is it. denied 
that the gradual withdtawal and cancella- 
tion of the greenbacks is a condition of re- 
sumption which is tial -to‘its Guccess, 
‘and, moreover, is &. ‘preliminary. to flie 
termination of the Tteasury’s operations 
which entail upon the @overnment ‘great 
responsibility amd expose thejbusiness: of 
the country to serious disturbance.’ The 
only plea is that in view of next year’s 
event the Republican Party should not 
commit itself: to any policy that might 
alienate Greenback votes. 

On the part of the Democrats this, “policy 
of non-committalism” excites no surprise. 
There is nota phase of the financial ‘ques- 
tion in’ regard to which the Deméeratic 
Party is not hopelessly disttacted. | Ite hon- 
est-money leaders are powerless in its coun- 
cilé except as obstacles. to. the- legislative 
ratification of the most mischidyous: falla-’ 
cies. Conscious of. their inability to im- 
press upon the. rag de their own convictions 
of right and duty, they are. obliged” to -opn- 
tent themselves with respectful. ‘protests 
against measures W: which the great body of 
their associates heartily sustain. *O¢our- 
rences seein favorable ‘to. them, - Alliances, 


with Greenbeckers have not. proved. b ofit- 


able. peecgnaai at the 


| campaign. 
)| more of 
‘money ;—that it may talk. 


‘| of inflation for th 


that the ‘Republican Party. shall evade 
the question in order that it may be all 
‘to, all’ men during next. year’s 
Tt “desires to. “ escape 
& record” now, thet it may 
y adapt iteelf to the various 
opponents of real resumption, and honest. 
Grésthaokiam to 

Greenbackers and sound finance in other 
3; that it may preach the doctrine 

of gamblers and 
inouleate the of contraction when 
better people aire to be consiliated ;. that it 
may shout’ * down’ with the, national banks” 
in doubtful constituencies, and extol the na- 
tional bank system. where it can do so, 
safely: Such is the ‘‘ policy” upheld in op- 


meanness and duplicity; and these coal 
ties are evidently esteemed highly by the 
profound, tacticians who go about entreat- 
ing the Republican Party not to make.a 
record. 

Of course, their programme embraces tha 
‘silver question as well as the greenback 
question. Theimhorror of a record that 
would interfere with demagogisni, would 
be more absurd than it is if it did not ex- 
tend to the joint. recommendation of the 
President and the Treasury as to the sus- 
pension of the dollar coinage. . The idea of 
investing the. Republican. Party with. two. 
faces,—one for the sound-money voters, 
and the other for. the voters who are to be 
caught with all sorts of gammon, presup-. 
poses‘the same ‘regard for the advocates of 
unlimited silver that is professed for the 
advocacy of perpetual greenbacks. Besides, - 
since the two. parties: are to’ stand 
on the same low level before the country; 
Republicans cannot afford to leave to the 
Democrats the full benefit obtainable by 
participation in the silverfraud. The pros- 
pect is not pleasant to Republicans who 
have cherished the belief that their party 
will always uphold: the right in financial 
matters, pen what may ; but it seems to 
be the prospect -which the clever tacticians 
at Washington are preparing for them, un- 
der the’ belief that knavery goes further 
than honesty in the management of an elec- 
tion campaign. There are old-fashioned 
Republicans left. who will-say that when a 
party reaches the stage at which it is afraid 
of making an honorable record, the ques- 
tion of success or defeat is immaterial. 

—_—_—_—_— 


THE PRESIDENT AND CIVIL SERVICE 
REFORM. + 


That portion of the President’s Message 
which relates the histoty of the attempts of 
his. predecessor and himself to introduce 
a radical reform of the civil service, and in 
which he gives his own conception of the prin- 
ciples of such a reform, cannot but interest 
a very.latge and respectable portion of the 
community. | It is true that there are not so 
many persons familiar with the necessity of 
reformas we might suppose from the expres- 
sions ofthe Republican platforms regarding 
it. Like most other expressions of. the 
same origin, these were devised, not so 
much to give voice to the general opinion 
of the party, as to satisfy a certain’ number 
of active and intelligent men, who were 
known to be in earnest. in the matter, and 
«whose votes and influence it was very 
necessary to ‘secure. As a matter of 
fact, there is very little definite 
feeling in regard to the reform 
among those who usually take any consid- 
erable part in shaping party action. But, 
on the other hand, there is’ a feeling 
among ‘sensible men of both parties, of 
whom, naturally, the’ greater number are 
Republican, that the reform is absolutely 
necessary, ‘if we are to have anything like 
pure and honest political, management, and 
it is this class that will be ‘most strongly 
interested in what the President has to say. 

‘The main difficulty with which the Presi- 
dent has'té contend in carrying out his very 
excéllent intentions is that, while his con- 
ception of the reform is clear and ‘adequate, 
his idea of his own strength, and of his duty. 
to use his. strength, is defective.. The class 
‘to whom.we refer know perfectly well that’ 
the reform is important mostly on account . 
of its political bearings. The present sys- 


| tem is an evil because it maintains 


at the public expense. an army 
of paid politicians in oné party and an 


| army of politicians who hope to be paid in 


‘} the other. The friends 


of reform see, 


; therefore, that it is: quite ‘useless to. depend 
- ‘on Congress, for o long ‘time to come, to 


|earry out the reform, and that until the 


ate, | President realizes that everything ‘vow 


‘rests on him, the work will eee 


sei : » | ably fail. They regard Mr 


‘mission or promot 
Competitive examination of the 
pebagea yg rns his Mos: 
oes not presuppose the, co 
Congress in the small 
pends “entirely - on. 

ness, and ) good fai 
dent slone, 

this task, which, though {t ix’ ox 


impracticable, he can not daly ¢ 
but he can do a arent 98h wi 
ling’ the co-operation of Corgi 

he can give the people something to #1 
rests on well-establish . vob 

been done in the 


the country. The difficultig 
here as they could possi 
There does not exist an -o 
viee, from ‘Secretary. Si 


replaced at the President’s discretion by a 
man who would not opposetit, “y the people 


were convinced by the evidence’ of actual. 


experience, that this was the ground ‘of the 
President’s action. . 


nee Danie. 
4 + 


Mr. Haves refers, in hie: ‘Meonage, to re. 


ports from the Collector and Postmaster in 
New-York, and “from the’ irs and 
Collectors in several of- the. other large 
cities,” which, ‘show that the  eompetitive 
system, where applied, has in various ways 
contributed to improve: the'pyblig. service.” 
It. would he. interesting’ to, Know in 
what ‘other large (sities, ~ the sys- 
tem has been applied, and‘ ‘in: what 


degree. _We know of- none’ in) which the’ 


application has been at ‘all thorongh and 
complete. And just at‘ this point’ comes 
in an unpleasant suspicion that ‘the: Presi- 
dent is not sufficiently exacting”: ‘and vigi- 
lant with reference tothe reform. The 
situation is'this: The reform) ihust be en- 
forced at present by Mr..Hayzs’ alone; 
to be effective “in specific’, instances 
and as the spring of a powerful popular sen- 
timent capable of influencing Congress, it 
must be enforced with. entire impartiality 
and without any exceptions. On these con- 
ditions Mr. Hayzs may establish a reform 
which cannot be overthrown, but he can do 
80 on these conditions only. 





JAY GOULDS DIVERSIONS. 

Mr. Jay Gounb, one of ‘the money kings 
of Wall-street, and tho ptineipal proprietor 
of the New-York Triduné, is recuperating his 
wasted energies by a trip.in the far West. 
Nobody can deny to Mri Goutp tiie posses- 
sion of’ remarkable abilities. “In‘a’ eertain 
line, in which oe refieence, and. an &8- 
sumption of are’ absolutely 'neces- 
sary, GOULD has no pe on. this gontinent. 
Not only tan he “smile sud smile, and be 
a villain,” but he can do this to sdvh a pur- 
pose that whichever way, things turn, Me 
makes. Socially. and. gnorally, he is 
what the worldly-minded «: Gall’ 4 *‘a 
serub.” In « all matters’ ‘of finan- 
cial. and stockjobbing ‘chicane, 
is’ King. What echemes, what tricks, 
and what deceptions havé ‘been: dondeived 
in his busy brain, no man an evér know. 
Wall-street, with ite -amibughes, , traps, 
and pitfalls, is his playground.” The inno- 
cent “lambs” who stray Anto ‘the. ‘street, 
searching for gainful pastures, ére his law- 
ful prey: With them Bate enor tee ‘eat plays 
with a mouse, If he buff ‘them Bport- 
ively for a while, it is that liemay, present- 
ly devour them at his re He’ veils his 
movements in'a mystery as) d as 
that of ‘an African see Setar ae 
with vast railway properties ‘APOLEON 
played with Kingdoms when he | gave away 
thrones as holiday gifts to his favorites. He 
spans the. continent when: @:g0es Out for 
an airing on ‘his highways; and: he owns a 
newspaper by way of ‘smusement. ‘To-day 
the King amuses Rasen ov acest 

Received at a hospita vern.in Leav- 
enworth, Mr. Gouny makes a Tittle. say 
to his entertainers, who are! mércliants and 
who desire to placate mighty man,’ 
To them, in a hang 
conviviality, he makes 3 | e 
dom thatthe King ‘u 
He is as chary of PETER TVES, ; 
Wall-street. . When he gives advice 
‘lators, he is: regerded ean ta 
suspicion: ‘When “he” e 
speak; men’ listen ‘amie! 
listen “to the ‘Sphynx... ft t 
across the lifeless ecueg 3 To 
Leavenworth merchants, Jar. LD. 
‘from the latest slaughter ri t - 
of the sheep-fold, 


Pe 2 great 
MInagnitude, is very; simple and by no means 


he” 


#1 fa: | oldling & social 


trom "pitting up fobs” to begulle = 


‘unwary; he might live a more usefal, though 
less eventfal, life.. 


fsa itl Ga tncnenan: wistth atte. 
Mr. Govip is reputed to possess might, 


-|employ himself in various commendable 


ways. For example, he might ‘pay his 


‘| debts. Guery’s: testimony before the As-. 
‘sembly’ Committed, last ‘October, 


that the * vestitution” of ten millions to thé 
Erie corporation: by GouLp, was ‘an empty 


form, The man who. makes investments | 
‘for his. own entertainment and ‘pastime, 


diverted money enough into alleged com- 


“panies for construction , transportation, and 


what not, to make his famons ‘ tion” 
‘@ mere sham. Then, again, if the money 
King seeks entertainment and pastime, why 
don’t he edit his own newspaper ! It would. 
keep him busy. He has the name; why 
not the game? His style, as shown in his 
admirable history of Delaware County, is 
quite as good as that of most of the young 
ladies whom he pays for writing “ Silly Bil-. 


ly” articles for the Tribune ; and the Machia- | his 


se touches which all men recognize 
‘in the skillful articles on financial 
ple ince editorial columns of that pa- 
‘per amply attest his ability. Or, if works 
meet for repentance should engage the at- 


tention of this retired bandit, let him build 


against spiders, 


he height of tha fy season, bil from three 
to four hundred | daily. ‘There are per- 

sons—chiefly who facbapaatns' es.) 
‘but if treated kindly the 
spider is gentle dnd inoffensive. Of course, 
even’ worm ‘Will turn if a person in thin 


od ‘trousers sits down on, him, and in like sir- 


cumstances: @ spider must be expected to 
‘Fesenit |g, unwarrantable @ liberty, but no 
OF just. person will sit down! on's 
spider ; when: thie world is all before him 
where to sit. > 
; Fortinately; the really depraved and ‘dan- 
are: ‘comparatively few in num- 
ber and ‘Gan be siccessfully resisted. This 
count vis, however, 90 densely populated 
with » use-flies that: nothing short. of an 
act of ‘Congressdirecting the simultaneous 


flooditig of, the entire country with molas- 


ses, oan rid us of him. In these circum- 
standes, the wisest thing to do is to Ax our at- 
tention upon his good qualities and to endure 

enges as best we can: - Prof. 
Macloskie’s - testimony, proving: that the 
worst crimes charged against the musca do- 
mestiog are- really the work of the infamous 
stamazys, | will-help us to look upon him 
more, kindly, ond to endure him with more 


hospitals for the refuge of those whom his |. 


raids have-beggared.- Let him seek enter- 
tainment in surprising himself with deeds 
of human kindness. -The Scotch poet. said 


‘that there might be a peg for Auld Nick 


to hang s hope upon. Even Jax Govtp 
may not be a hopeless case. 





. FLIES. 


The ‘lecture delivered by Prof. Ma- 
closkie last Monday evening on “‘ Flies.” 
ought to have been warmly appreciated in 
fly circles. There are few animals of which 
less is generally known than is known of 
flies., The lecturer corrected so many pop- 
nlar mistakes in regard to flies, and gave 
so much information as to their habits and 
customs, thaf‘he deserves to rank amorg 

our very ablest fly experts, 

The common house-fly, whose official title 
is musca domestica, is, undoubtedly, numer- 
ous and. reprehensively impertinent, but he 
has been brought into undeserved disrepute 
by: the, bad ‘conduct of certain other de- 
praved flies with whom he is popularly con- 
founded. He has thus been accused of bit- 
ing, and of buzzing with a noisy fierceness 
worthy of an amateur cornet-player. Of 
neither of these crimes ishe ever guilty. 
The fly that is responsible for shameless. 
and intolerable buzzing is the blow-fly, and 
the fly that bites is known to the. scientific 
police as museca siamarys. The latter is a 
most brutal and ill-tempered animal. He 
js armed with a spear of nearly the dimen- 
sions of that carried by the New-Jersey 
mosquito, with. which formidable weapon 
he. infliets severe wounds upon any ‘per? 
son who,.comes within his reach, and his 
attacks are usually without the slightest 
provocation. In external appearance, he 


80 closely resembles the msca domestica’ 


that-he is constantly mistaken for the latter, 
and hence nearly every person believes that 
the harmless and amiable house-fly will bite 
whenever the humor seizes him. « It ts this 
fierce stamaxys which is found in cold bed- 
rooms, aid which haunts the house long | an 
after the cold weather has induced. the 
gentler musca domestica to. withdraw to pri- 
yate life and undisturbed hibernation. In 
fact, one is néver entirely safe from the at- 
tack of a stamazys. He has been known to 


attack the ocoupant of a New-Kngland® 


spare bedroom in the month of January, and 
in a temperature so low that the average 
Fahrenheit thermometer is unable to tell the 
truth in regard to it. Inasmuch as this fly 


‘is as strong as he is savage, it is extremely 


difficult to kill him, and the persistence 
with which he will fight has probably been. 
the cause of 65 per cent. of the entire 


amount cf profanity. caused by flies of all” 


varieties. 

The common Thooae-ty ie an intelligent 
and light-hearted person. His brain is much 
larger than that of the low-browed, bullets 
‘headed stamazys, and he has s fine sense of 
humor. “Noone can doubt the latter asser* 


tion who has éver see ® company of flies. 
on the head of 4 | « 
spec- | bald old gentleman in chureh, ~ Theit | 
ids oamdculie aneseusbel bod ‘series of fantas- |“ 
- to'| tie figures that are evidently the expression 
d/| of their exuberant fun, and the wey in} 
3 which they throw serial somersaults in their 
the | hilarious’ appreciation of the old. gentle: 
| oretaheernt per otetibeg pn hugec ang oF 
; ‘their intense enjoyment of 
ard ae ae house-fly’s flow | haa 


‘the sport, In’ 


in France, a 


Titiced: tmdendion aver 
‘orm m over 
te on Se res 








on.” It is 
ful ithe Czar, after a relapse of 
ii eats into the paralyz dette, Soap ystem of 
ome @ deliberative council 
r by. 6 suffragés of the middle and 
-@ scat and to see his future suc- 


” Gednen Sosialism being ‘still 

sce regent restrictions are to be 

stained ee yc words, the irflamma- 
i ml tightness ofa band 


drawing it tighter sti 
ured by & the reported refusal of 
IRMAROK to restore the German 
an hardly tend to conciliate a 
tion of” ‘which 7 cent. are So- 
and 3I per cent. Catholics. 





cia. 


Fame often comes when one is too old to en- 
joy it or is beyond the knowledge of it; but it 
has come. to» De Hormes, the * Antoerat of the 
Breakfast Table,” when, though the years ate 
ationg. the seveutigs, he is still hale, strong. viva- 


; glous, fall of the energy of middle life, The ‘ Anto- 


erat” will to-day. sit, not at his own’ Breakfast 
Table,” but at the table which his: publishers 
have provided .for him and his fellow- 


-anthors,: No. doubt the “Autocrat” will feel very 


mneh at home &t the head of the table with a hun- 
dred or ‘more of his Hterary brothers and sisters, all, 
or nearly all, famed ‘as contributors to the Atlantic, 
sitting around him. “He will be the youngest of the 
patriarebal four who have both. made and survived 
the chjéf, ereative epoch among the literary men of 
America, being youngerand much less venerable in the 
august marks of age than LovarzLiow, WHITTIEE, 
or EMERSOR, and yet to-day he will be as the oldest, 
Certainly, tor once, he. will sit. at tho head of the 
leading authors of two, if not throe, generations, and 
receive their.sincére and grateful tokens of respect. 
Dr. Homers; has,come before the public in a variety 
of characters, as’a jan, as a lecturer on anat- 
omy, ad & pest) Aa a wri iter of charming prose, as a 
humoritt; ‘aa an and in none of them 
has. he come 4 short ot public ‘expectation, 
though’ as the poet and as the ‘“‘Autocrat” it must 
be conféased hie leads. What will be said by such 
writersas, LONGFSLLOW, WHITTIER, EmMERsOx, 
Howxnus, BuRRoOvGns, ‘Mark Twain,” Mrs; Srows, 
Parkman, Paton, . Warnte,  Hicernsoy, 
and m, “bandted,: others, on this odea- 

will, be notable. in (itself, and no 
ety company; outside of England, could 
he gathered, in ther part of the world What 
the Adontic has for American literature cannot 
be better estimated than by glancing at the oscu- 

pants dfthis Dreakfast-table, and among them all, 
RR A of Emunson, bas made a 


more distinet impression or done more for the At 


lanticthan Ouiven Wenpxtb Homes, Prot. Low- 
“wun had lasight edongh not to begin the magazine 
without him, ‘atid t his work in its pages it is 
t to others who had not the gift of humor 
that ftw ‘not have floated fae from the: spot 
ware’ was nenshe . 

—$ 


An eminent English Poor Law Inspector 
onee Thee is nothing more pathetic than 
a @ child, utterly ignoraat of any sense of 
eee "Yet. there. is another class of children 

which’. is, im some respects, still more to 

- overworked little factory 
ay “a little boy is at this moment committed 
for at Norwich, Conn., accused of setting 
fire to! a mill where he and a number of his fel- 
lows ‘were - for 14 hours a day. This 
is a frightfal strait ‘apon s child, and altogether too 


‘long. “The law in: Massachusetts has lately become 


macriosan a Nop Tock 2a ‘ils tamily have 
& miserable. domestic ‘history. The’ first peer, 
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